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1. An update on our activities

&key policy developments



We stand together for the Brain

• National Brain Councils
• Industry partners



EBC mission and vision

“To improve the lives of those living 

with brain disorders, we advance 

the understanding of the healthy &diseased 

brain by bringing together 

science and society.”



EBC to serve as a hub #1

• Participation in EU projects

• Applications to EU funding

• Project Management

• Preparing for mid-term review of H2020 

&FP9



EBC to serve as a hub #2

• Consultation 

• Consensus

• Advocacy



EBC to serve as a hub #3

• Initiating

• Promoting

• Facilitating the elaboration of Brain Plans





Save the Date! 
Brain Awareness Week 2018

15th March 2018
European Parliament, Strasbourg

Education, Behaviour and Brain Development



EJN Publication & Policy Summary



Conclusions

• Tackle Brain health in integrated manner

• Increase support to basic &clinical research

• Optimise funding opportunities

• Ensure concrete translation of basic research

Europe needs to 

“expand brain research” 



EU Council Research Working Party

Frédéric Destrebecq

Consilium

Brussels, 23rd September 2016 & 12th June 2017



>1 in 3 Europeans is affected

179 mlns citizens

in Europe (28+2)

€ 798 bln /year

EBC 2011 Cost Study:



Uneven distribution of costs 

for each disorder

M. Di Luca et al. The Cost of 
Brain Diseases in Europe: A 
Burden or a Challenge? 19 
Brain Disorders NeuroView
Vol. 82, Issue 6, p1205–1208, 
2014



Demonstrating the societal 

impact of the Brain



Towards the next 

Research Programme

© European Union, 2017



A Brain Mission within the next 

framework programme

Understand – Fix – Enhance 



2. Coordinating Brain Research

in Europe and globally



Coordinating European brain research 

and developing global initiatives

Coordination & support action

SC1-HCO-10-2018



Coordinating European brain research 

and developing global initiatives

> 19.000 connections 

Under FP7 (2007-2013)

€ 5,3 blns

over 2007-2017



Conference - Brain Research in Europe: 

Structuring European Neuroscience 
18 September 2003, Brussels, Belgium

Philippe Busquin
European Commissioner

for Research (1999–2004)



- Networking and outreach

- Consensus building 

- Align strategies and develop global 

initiatives 

EBRA will gather: 

the brain research community at large

the major brain research initiatives 

and the relevant stakeholders



3. Working closer with NBCs

in our next operational plan



EBC mission and strategic plan

Core mission: 

to promote brain research in order to improve the quality of life of 
those living with brain disorders in Europe.

Main action areas:

• Fostering cooperation with its members organizations

• Promoting dialogue between scientists, industry and society

• Interacting with the European Commission, the European 
Parliament and other relevant international institutions 

• Raising awareness and promoting education on the brain

• Disseminating information about brain research and brain 
diseases in Europe



Core activities

A. Political outreach

B. Public outreach and dissemination

C. Private sector engagement (public-private sector 
interaction)

Public outreach 
and 

dissemination

Private sector 
engagement

Political 
outreach



Reaching out nationally



Connecting the dots

Holistic – Integrated – Collaborative

Healthy vs. Diseased

Treatment – Prevention – Promotion

Optimised model of care 

Research

Successful examples of Cancer & Diabetes

An approach to National Brain Plans:



NBC Academy Meetings

2016

20152017
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Frédéric Destrebecq
Executive Director

fred@braincouncil.eu

mailto:fred@braincouncil.eu

